
No not the church,  just our dear friends:

MIT, BARBARA AND GAY GUNTER
374 Riverview Dr., S.E.

Bolivia, North Carolina 28422

Vol. II MAY, 2010 Issue 5

JMUMCNewsletter Brought to You by R&R Publications

Conversationsķis a lens into our lives as a
community of believershere at JonesMemorial
UMC, coupled with lessonslearned along the
way. This month we thank Phil Guptill for
sharinghis thoughtswith usļ

I donĴt remember a time when Christianity
was not a part of my lifeļ.

Where were you born and in what decade?

I was born in Atlanta, Georgiain 1951. I lived in
East Atlanta for four years then moved to East
Point, Georgiawith my family. I grew up in a
loving, nurturing family. We were membersof
Headland Heights Methodist Church. I ŘƻƴΩǘ
remembera time whenChristianitywasnot a part
of my life.

My grandfather was a police officer 
for the City of Atlantaļ

What is the cultural background
of your Mother and Father?

My dad, Harry Haven Guptill, was born in
Elizabeth,New Jerseyin 1918. He was raised in
Melrose,Massachusetts. After World War II he
was stationed at Fort McPhersonand met my
mom, Vera John McDaniel. She was born in
Atlanta in 1918 and grew up in the Grant Park
area. Herfather wasa policeofficer for the Cityof
Atlanta.

My mother stayed home most of my childhoodļ
What was the occupation and socio -economic

status of your family

My father, Harry,wasa machinistemployedby
Delta Air Lines until his retirement in the late
1980Ωǎ. My mother,Vera,stayedat homemostof
my childhoodbut wasveryactivein churchand in
the community.

Duringmyadolescentyearssheworkedoutside

the home, once for Turner Advertisingό¢ŜŘΩǎ
father). We were not wealthy by any definition
of the word but we neverseemedto go without
the necessitiesof life Χthe guidance of my
parentstaught me to appreciateeachpersonfor
whoheor sheis.

Our 21st century society provides opportunities . . . 
What were your encounters with 
differences within your lifetime?

Being the short, fat kid growing up, (I was
different), I learnedearly just how cruelkidscan
be to eachother. Havingjust had my 40th high
schoolreunionI was verymuchaware of how a
little age and a lot of maturity can change
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎperceptionsof the world. Also Fulton
County,in the 50Ωǎand 60Ωǎdid not provide for
much cultural interaction, but the guidanceof
my parentstaught me to appreciateeachperson
for who he or sheis, not their cultural or ethnic
background. Our 21st century societyprovides
opportunities daily to put what I learned into
practice.

Right is still right and accepting those things in the 
name of diversity will not change that fact . . .

What has become your world view over the 
years ùabout people, places and things?

Peopleand culturesare different and somecall
for the toleranceof manythings. But right is still
right and acceptingthosethings in the nameof
diversity will not changethat fact. Differences
canbe good,but thosethat are destructivemust
not be allowed to persist. Lovingone another
(the person) does not necessarilymean loving
what that person does or believes. What we
mustdo asChristians,is lovethe personandpray
daily that God will open their eyes to what is
right in Hissight.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

APRIL
1   Al Alford

Laura Lyle
2   Richard Haynie
4   Dante' Belardo
8   Gina Corliss Epps
9   Julian McCullough

Vickie Hendrix
14 Lona Brown
15 Lisa Cline
17   Rod Bowlden

Al Williams
19 Carolyn Helms
20 Penny Conner
21 Michael Tomey
22 Kenny Tankersley

Joey Parrott
Gary Hicks

23 Valerie Blackburn
25 Jeff Purvis
26 Joe Spradlin

Todd Ellenberger
27   Nancy Jones

MAY
2 Mary Alice 

Gustafson
Suzanne Long

4 Mary Ruth White
5 Charles Burns

Martha Dupree
Lauren Smith

6 Angie Mears Camp
7 Greg Cline

Dot Padgett
9 Peyton Mears

Paula Russell
10 Tish Judy
13 Teresa Vesely

Genette Hicks
18 June Williams

John Judy
Mit Gunter
Anne Parramore
Charlene White

21 Joyce Phillips
Lee Casey
Daniel Judy
Chris Judy

22 Annette Niles
Sandra Kemp

23 Kelly Safrit Lewis
25 Laura Judy
26 Ted Nipper
28 Jamie Parrot
29 Frances Looney
30 George Sligh
31 Matt Simmons

JUNE
1 Joyce Mergens

Donna McCall
2 Mike Myers
5 Jean Kohler
7 David Ellenberger
8 Carolyn Trammell
9 Loretta Wetz

Charles Collins
10 RenayAllen
11 Ray Thornberry
13 Nancy Biles

Tom Kemp
14 Jackie Adair
15 Sandra Holcomb
16 John Wetz

Sara Melton
18 Martha Sligh
20 Laura Ellenberger Brock
21 Mary Casey

Don Henderson
22 Dru Thornberry
24 Joe Wingard
25 Cheryl Burch
29 Connie Dunbar
30 Holly Williams



A Word of Thanks . . .

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for the cards, letter  of 

many names, phone calls and prayers.

A very special thank you to Pastor 

Shari for her very early morning pre-

surgery visit.

Love you All

Joyce Mergens

Dearest  Church Family,
Thank you so much for the cards and prayers 
while I was gone.  You all are very special to 
me.  It helped the time to pass knowing that 

you were praying for me.  Most of all I thank 
you for your friendship.  Jones Memorial 

holds a special place in my heart.
Love in Christ,

Chris Wise
p.s.  Thanks for the bulletin

every week Ms. Martha

Thefamily of Frances Kemp would like to 
express  our heartfelt gratitude  to our church 
family.  Your many thoughtful prayers, kind 
calls and cards, and constant support during 

the last few months have been such a 
comfort for us all.   We know many of you 
share in our profound loss, and we ask that 
as we begin to heal, you continue to keep 

us in your prayers.  Thank you so much for 
your love and support.  

~Tom, Sandra, Tommy, Gloria and Justin

Dear Shari, Marti 
and the  rest of my  church family:  

Thank you so much for the support you have 
given me during this difficult time of my life.
The cards of love, the food, and support was 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ  ! ōƛƎ ά¢I!bY{έ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

delicious luncheon by the Sunday School Class.  I 
feel so blessed to have friends 

like you in my life. 
God Bless each of you.

Sue Martin

Thank you note from Marti . . .

What lovely, wonderful, kind, generous folks you are!  

While I was òin houseó following a heart pacemaker implant 

many of you sent cards, called, visited, and brought food.  

What great food!  We enjoyed every bite.  Even had enough to 

feed the other family members on Motherõs Day.  To the 

individuals and Sunday School classes who served us in this 

way, we can only say a prayer of thanksgiving to God for you 

being who you are.  Much love, Marti Slife

Look  back and thank God

Look  forward and trust God

Look  around and serve God

Look  within and find God

God closes doors no man can open 

and God opens doors no man can close.

BE A SUPER STAR!  VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Make a new friend!  

aŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΗ
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōƛƴƎƻ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ

of volunteering  that makes a community great!
Call 770-210-6433 today to find out  
how you can be a great volunteer
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ {ŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ Řŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΗ
Carestone  - Assisted Living at Mt. Zion

7493 Mt. Zion Blvd./Jonesboro, GA 30236
crd.mtzion@hscsal.com/www.hscsal.com



and the Good Shepherd 
Clinic Partners in Health Care Ministry. 

You can help by 
*Purchasing  Kroger Gift Cards in the church office 

$20     $50     $100
*Earn Funds for The Clinic

*Help Save Lives
Jones Memorial UMC continues to sell 

Kroger Gift Cards in order to earn money for 
The Good Shepherd Clinic.

When you purchase a Kroger Gift Card the 
Clinic earns 5% from Kroger.

$100 = $5.00
$ 50 = $2.50
$20 = $1.00

Your purchase is a way you can contribute 
to this community health care ministry.

Make checks payable to
þThe Good 

Shepherd Clinic, Inc.ÿ

Did you know . . .

Our own Jim Wood and Mike Mead 

are on the Board of Directors for the 

Good Shepherd Clinic?

Mike Mead serves as the secretary for the 

board and is the unofficial editor of the 

newsletter.

Our 1st Responders Breakfast 
was held on Saturday April 24, 2010

Thirty one emergency personnel 
responded to our breakfast.  

Forest Park and Morrow firemen 
attended, as well as policemen from 

Forest Park, Lake City and Morrow came 
and enjoyed the hospitality and good 

food provided 
by the Wesleyan Class.

Special thanks to Ray Johnson,
chief breakfast chef.

The 2010 
North Georgia Annual Conference

will open at the Athens ClassicCenter Tuesday,
June 16, and conclude Thursday,June 18. The
Annual Conference Planning Committee met
February3rd andmadethe decisionto shortenthe
AnnualConferencesessionthis year. Thiswill allow
us to demonstrate our sensitivity toward the
current financialsituationand to be goodstewards
of all our resources. (Additionally,for the first time
clergy and lay delegateswill be charged a $30.00
registration fee per person for this mandatory
gathering.)

Jones Memorial  UMC
will be represented by 

Pastor Shari Rates,
Donna Leoni, Lay Member 

and Julia Williams, Lay Member Reserve

Congratulations to 
Max Wood, son of Martha and Jim Wood 

on the publication of his book
Iraq:  Seeing the Real War

´ÓÊd¨Í×ÎØÙÎÆÓ̃Ød¯ÔÚ×ÓÊÞd¹Í×ÔÚÌÍd´ÕÊ×ÆÙÎÔÓd®×ÆÖÎd«×ÊÊÉÔÒ

http://www.forestparkpd.com/


FINANCE COMMITTEE
Jones Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

is Facing 

an Acute Financial Crisis!  

Our projected budget calls for
JMUMC to have an income of
$148,116.25. For the first five
months of 2010 through the first
Sundayin Maywe haveincomein the
amount of $96,537.76 This means
we need income of $51,576.49 by
June1, 2010 to be current with our
projectedbudget.

If our givingpatterns continue
in the same fashion for the
remainderof 2010we will havea
budget deficit in excess of
$120,000.00.
Moreover, we have a major air
conditioning compressor
problem. Consequently,each of
usneedsto askof ourselves. . .

WHATCANI DOTOHELP
remedy this financial
situation???

PLEASE!
Recycle your outdated

ñUPPER ROOMò Booklets,

along with ñGUIDEPOSTSò

and similar literature.

The need is G R E A T !!!

Helping Hands Ministry
May 7 th, 2010

14 Sleeping Bags, 75 Hygiene Kits, 
16 Bibles, 23 Tote Bags, 3 Bags Kidõs 
Books and Toys, 2 Bags Kidõs clothing,
8 bags womenõs clothing and shoes, 
6 bags menõs clothing, 3 bags Sunday 
School books, 1 bag Christian literature.

New Sunday 
School Class!
Key ClassĴ 
Inaugural 
Meeting

Sunday
May 2nd

2010
Chad Sheppard, President

Chris Wise, Secretary
ReneeĴ White, Treasurer

A little birdie told us that
Gus Haynie had a hand In

helping renovate a building  at
Christian City. Way to go !!

Whatif church �Z�D�V�Q�¶�Wjust a building but thousandsof doors? Eachof

themopeningup to a differentconceptor experienceof church,sothat

whoeverknocksmightfind a journeyto call their own.

http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.4696269/k.18F8/Rethink_Church__What_if_Church_was_a_Verb.htm

